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ceptibilities of both parties would be unreasonably inflamed and
quick to misunderstand the motives or actions of foreign officers.
Great care, therefore, had to be observed in everything that was
to be done to protect the interests of American residents wher-
ever they might live under the jurisdiction of either party. Any
insistence that their interests must not be put in jeopardy on
either side was misconstrued into partiality for the other. Any
such thing as neutrality depended, from the Chilean point of
view, entirely upon whether the interests of foreign residents
clashed with one or the other side in their issue.

The week following the battle of Coneon was one of intense
excitement in Valparaiso. Provisions, which had been abundant
the day before the landing, became scarce at once, extortionate
in price and poor in quality. There was every evidence of the
siege in the manifest gathering of stores. Business was at a
standstill, with many business houses closed. The activity of
the two loyal gunboats was increased in their attacks upon the
insurgent forces on the hills near Vina del Mar. The insurgent
squadron bombarded the forts around Valparaiso once or twice,
with absolutely no effect beyond demonstrating that on both
sides the shooting was lamentably bad.

About 7.30 A. M., of August 28th, the roar of artillery firing,
with the rattle of musketry, was heard coming from the south-
east direction, over the range of hills back of Valparaiso. The
battle of Plaeilla had begun, and it continued for an hour or
two with no appreciable change in the volume of firing, and
no indication that either side was gaining or losing ground, as
practised ears easily distinguish a situation from the increasing
or diminishing detonations on the firing lines when shut out
from view by intervening obstructions. Suddenly there was
a Ml in the firing, then a cessation, and finally silence. Who
had won soon became evident (about 10.30 A. M.) in the advance
of the insurgent forces over the hills and the rush of many
thousands of both sexes from Valparaiso to welcome them.spot, and to do this ships were obliged to
